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Transforming
Reading
A Curricula
in the Sahel

Reading is a fundamental skill. erucial to lifelong learning.
Children who do not develop sustainable reading and writing skills
in their early years are less likely to develop the other skills they need in
school and throughout their education. This severely limits their economic.
social and individual development opportunities later on. Yel. globally.
about 250 million children of primary school age do not have basic literacy
skills. About 130 million of these would have gone through lower primary
cducation. The Sahel ranks among the lowest hiteracy rates.
and the IBE answered the call.
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(i rop - N From any perspective, 2015 was a banner year for the IBE: an unparalleled pace of work.
\ \ I* \R institutional transformation and unprecedented achicvements. With a quiet smile. Director
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Warope notes the IBE's collective accomplishments, but only for a quick moment hefore she

refocuses on the work ahead. As if waking from a sweet dream, she looks at her calendar
longingly. showing absolutely no sign of slowing down. The senior management team is
immediately called in for the

Y016 work program planning meeting:

Oh dear! Here she
voes again’s team members murmur. with a mix of excitement and concern.
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The IBE has had
90 years to collect what is |
now a hidden treasure trove
of education materials from
all over the world. spanning
three centuries. Bequeathing
this intangible heritage to
Juture generations demands

ils car

someltimes even restoration.
2015. the IBL began

ze this (reasure. nol

Durin,

(o dig:
only to conserve it. but also

(0 use the best technology

(o make it more globally |

accessible.
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From any perspective, 2015 was a banner year
for the IBE: an unparalleled pace of work,
% > o7 . . 3 i institutional transformation, and
Yel, globally, about 250 million children of primary school age do not have ) )
unprecedented achievermnents.
basic literacy skills. About 130 million of these would have gone through
lower primary education. The Sahel ranks among the lowest literacy

rates, and the IBE answered the call.
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Yet, a range of factors still keep cutting-edge research-based
knowledge inaccessible, both literally and substantively, to a large
base of policy makers and practitioners, especially in developing
countries. Thus, in 2015, the IBE put a sharp focus on its knowledge
brokerage role as a key mechanism for improving the substantive
access that policy makers and diverse practitioners can have to
cutting-edge knowledge.

Quality curricula, animated by effective teaching and learning, are key instruments for bringing about

sments. Research-based knowledge on the

desired learning outcomes, as verified by relevant as
IBE's areas of competence—curriculum, teaching, learning, and assessment—continues to grow not
only in volume but also in sophistication. However, a significant portion of policy makers and
practitioners in IBE's areas of competence do not have access to this knowledge. Access is limited by a
range of factors including cost, physical distance from libraries and/or total lack of libraries, lack of
currency of materials in libraries, and poor-to-nonexistent connectivity to virtual libraries.

Sometimes even where potential users do have connectivity, they have limited capacity to sift through

a corpus of research and select what matters.
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Conserving and
Restoring an
Intangible Heritage

During 2015, the IBE began to digitize this treasure, not only to conserve
il, bul also to use the best technology to make it more globally accessible.
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